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FACTS AND FOLKLORE





Purposes


To discover what students “know”…correctly and incorrectly…about a topic


To differentiate between truth and fiction for concepts with much information in both forms


To validate the existence of folklore





Process


Have students list all they know about a topic.  Encourage them to list “folklore” as well as “facts.”  This can be done individually, in small groups, or in large groups.


Have them identify which ideas they think are fact and which they think are opinion or fantasy.


Discuss with the students why they made their choices.





Examples


Facts and Folklore is useful when beginning a topic widely covered in the media, such as a court case or a sports star, to help students learn to separate “hype” from “fact”.


Try Facts and Folklore when beginning a unit on a foreign country to see what the students’ preconceptions are.  For example, on the topic of “The Middle East”, students might respond: “They make a lot of oil”, “The women have to stay inside all the time”, “They speak a language other than English”.  When students share their ideas, you can learn which topics you will need to clarify as you teach.





Possibilities


George Washington


Substance Abuse


Difference in Cultures


Columbus


Dinosaurs


Metric System





�





Government


Senate


President











